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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria. VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR § 1 .56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is 
hereby directed to the reference(s) listed on the attached PTO-1449. It is respectfully 
requested that the information be expressly considered during the prosecution of this 
application, and that the reference(s) be made of record therein and appear among the 
"References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. The paragraphs marked below 
are applicable. 

■ 1 . This Information Disclosure Statement Is being filed (a) within three 
months of the U.S. filing date or the date of filing a CPA, OR (b) before the mailing date 
of a first Office Action on the merits in the present application. No certification or fee is 
required. 

□ 2. This Infomiation Disclosure Statement is being filed with a Request for 
Continued Examination (RCE). No certification or fee is required. 
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□ 3. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed after the mailing date 
of a final action, Notice of Allowance or an action that otherwise closes prosecution, but 
before payment of the Issue Fee. Applicant(s) hereby request(s) that the Information 
Disclosure Statement be considered. Please debit Deposit Account No. 11-0600 in the 
amount of $180.00 in payment of the petition fee under 37 CFR §1 .17(p) to ensure 
consideration of the disclosed information. Two duplicate copies of this paper are 
attached. 

□ a. I hereby certify that each item of information contained in this 
Infomriation Disclosure Statement was first cited in a communication from a 
foreign patent office in any counterpart foreign application not more than three 
months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 37 CFR 



□ b. I hereby certify that no item of information in this Information 
Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office 
in a counterpart foreign application or, to my knowledge after making reasonable 
inquiry, was known to any individual designated in 37 CFR §1 .56(c) more than 
three months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 37 CFR 



■ 4. The reference(s) was/were cited by or submitted on November 22, 2002 
and February 12, 2003 to the Office in parent application No. 10/301 ,785, which is relied 
upon for an earlier filing date under 35 U.S.C. §120. Thus, copies of these references 
are not attached. 37 CFR §1. 98(d). 



§1. 97(e)(1). 



§1. 97(e)(2). 



Respectfully submitted, 



470833^1 .DOC 



Date: f±_ 





2 



PTO/SB/08A (10-01) 
Approved for use through 10/31/2002. 0MB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. no oersons an 


3 reaulrad to respond to a collection of infbmiation unless it contains a vafid 0MB control numtier. 


^ Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

fi/se as many sheets as necessary) 


Complete if Known ^ 


Application Number 


TO BE ASSIGNED 


Filing Date 


HEREWITH 


First Named Inventor 


John J. PORTER et al. 


Group Art Unit 


TO BE ASSIGNED 


Examiner Name 


Not Yet Assigned 


Sheet 1 of 7 


Attorney Docket Number 


12562/5 J 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Exsminer 
Initials * 


Cite 
No.^ 


Document Number 


Publication Date 
IWM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of 


Pages, Columns. Lines, Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Number - Kind Code^ {if known) 






5,020,694 


06-04-91 


Pettengill 








5,988,444 


11-23-99 


Williams et al. 








6,357,449 


03-19-02 


Chu et al 








6,230,935 


05-15-01 


Mack et al. 








6.214,321 


04-10-01 


Lee et al. 








6,186.363 


02-13-01 


Keller et al. 








6,161.729 


12-19-00 


Gentile et al. 








6,145,513 


11-14-00 


Chu et al. 








6.120,754 


09-19-00 


Lee et al. 








6,083,528 


07-04-00 


Elliesen et al. 








6,039.216 


03-21-00 


Cummings 








6,039,215 


03-21-00 


Bell 








6.036.391 


03-14-00 


Holliday et al. 








6,036,057 


03-14-00 


Poutiatine 








0416,112 


11-02-99 


Holliday et al. 








0415,413 


10-19-99 


Cummings 








5,954.231 


09-21-99 


Duiiiat et al. 








5.950,873 


09-14-99 


Williams et al. 








5,947.335 


09-07-99 


Milio et al. 








5.941.420 


08-24-99 


Connan 








5,939.052 


08-17-99 


White. Jr.. et al. 





FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication 
Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited 
Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant 

Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 




Country Code^ - Number* - Kind Code* {if known) 

































































































































Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





'EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



^ Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional) . * See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.usoto.oov or MPEP 901.04. 
^ Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WlPO Standard ST.3). For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of 
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comments on the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer. U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office. Washington, DC 20231 . DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for 
Patents, Washington. DC 20231431906_1.DOC 
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